Challenges in solid waste management in Cambodia

The waste management system is developed based on the sub-decree no 36 on solid waste management.
The collection, transport, storage, recycling, minimizing and dumping of waste in the provinces and cities is
the responsibility of the authorities of provinces and city......... Article 5, Chapter 2.

Because of the lack of resources including human resources and financial the authorities of provinces and
city contract the private company taking over the task of collection and transport waste.

Further challenges of the waste management are willingness of the waste generator by paying the waste
collection, transport and disposal fee and the availability of land for disposal of waste. Infrastructure play also
an important role in waste management.

All of the challenges lead to failure of waste management and in many small cities and district are no waste
management at all. All kind of solid wastes are disposed along the river, street and public area.

More over waste separation at source is not promoted, 65% organic waste is disposed mix with other waste
direct on the landfill, if there is any a landfill. Waste separation is done informal by the waste pickers. Some
and small sellable (recyclable) waste like a certain plastic, metal, paper etc. is thereby reduced.

Composting is not promoted widely. Only two organisation COMPED and SCARO are working on that.
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